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Dear Individuals, Families, and AHRC Suffolk Team Members:

Although the Office for People with Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) recently issued new guidance that 
relaxes COVID-19 precautions, we still fall under The U.S. Department of Labor's Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (OSHA) Emergency Standards and HEROES Act requirements that expect us to continue 
with certain precautions. With these expectations and the rampant spread of the Delta variant we will use the next 
month and a half, especially before the reopening of schools, to closely monitor the health and safety of 
individuals and staff to better evaluate and assess when it makes sense for us to begin relaxing screening 
procedures and mask wearing.

OPWDD continues to require agencies like ours to collect vaccination rates for individuals and staff, so this 
remains a priority of ours. Staff members-- if you have not yet notified your Human Resources representative that 
you have received the COVID-19 vaccine, please share your vaccination card now. Individuals/family members
—if you have not yet notified the program site manager that you or your loved one attends, please do so now.  

In positive news, last week the NYS Department of Health released a spending plan to be implemented in 2021. 
Significant funding in the plan is targeted towards Direct Service Professionals (DSPs) and direct care employees. 
OPWDD has even indicated that they wish to provide a bonus for DSP staff members, specifically for receiving 
their complete COVID-19 vaccination. When this spending plan is approved by the Department of the Budget, 
AHRC Suffolk will be asked as an agency for proof of who among our DSPs has been fully vaccinated in order to 
determine bonuses that will be awarded. The list that we provide them at that time, based on receiving copies of 
vaccination cards from staff, will be the number they provide funding for—if you’re a staff member who has 
received the vaccination but has not provided proof to Human Resources, you will not receive a bonus. It is our 
belief that this funding would be released in the fall or no later than the winter of 2021.  Please know that we are 
considering our own incentive for vaccination and are discussing a drawing that would include ALL staff who are 
vaccinated. #InItTogether

Last weekend, a beautiful celebration of life was held at our Manorville residence for Sylvia Allen. Sylvia was a 
beloved member of our AHRC Suffolk staff for 25 years, with the last decade of her career lovingly spent as 
House Manager at our Manorville home before her recent passing. To honor her memory, residents, staff, family 
and friends joined together to share memories and stories of Sylvia, and to create “Sylvia’s Garden”, a tranquil 
space at the home with beautiful flowers and a memorial bench. Thank you to each and every team member who 
contributed in significant and meaningful ways to plan such a touching tribute.

Stay well, stay safe and thank you for all you do,

Paul H. Torres
Chief Executive Officer

NEW STAFF NEEDED! Join the AHRC Suffolk Team!  Visit www.ahrcsuffolk.org/careers to see our current 
openings at various day program and residential locations.  Apply today!

BECOME A MEMBER! 2021 Memberships are available! Help make our collective voice stronger. Visit 
www.ahrcsuffolk.org/membership today!

DONATE TO OUR COVID-19 FUND! Our expenses continue to mount each day for PPE, cleaning supplies 
and extraordinary pay. Please click HERE to donate today!

https://www.ahrcsuffolk.org/careers
https://www.ahrcsuffolk.org/membership
https://www.ahrcsuffolk.org/covidrelief



